
“Making art projects with our work”—Stephen Stefanou

Eastman Spectar™ copolyester used in art installations  
by Design Solutions, now Venue Arts

Master display artist Stephen Stefanou of Dallas-based 

Design Solutions, now Venue Arts, is known for transforming 

an ordinary venue into something extraordinary. His larger-

than-life art installations are based on conceptual ideas that 

fit the character of the space and are created for pure 

enchantment. 

Stefanou has designed several seasonal displays for MGM 

Macau, including a springtime butterfly pavilion in which he 

added elements of nature featuring a live butterfly habitat in 

a geodesic dome. For adornment surrounding the dome and 

inviting visitors in, Stefanou created giant butterflies ranging 

from 9 feet to 23 feet in size, made with Eastman Spectar™ 

copolyester. Representing many species, the colorful creatures 

are hand painted and hand formed onto a metal armature. 

Bright and reflective 

“It is like looking at colored glass,” says Stefanou, speaking  

of Spectar.

The color-tinted Spectar takes on the appearance of art glass 

as it captures the reflective and translucent qualities of glass 

while radiating brilliant color shadows. Stefanou likes working 

with Spectar because it allows him to stretch the limits of what 

can be done with a transparent material.

“I am comfortable with Spectar because of the ease of design 

and its thermoforming capabilities,” he says. “Things can be 

done with Spectar that can’t be done with glass.”

Flying fantasy

Working in all sorts of media, Stefanou likes harmony, nostalgia, 

and emotion—with a touch of whimsy and magic. Whatever the 

creative direction he takes, the end result is always a memorable 

sight that appeals to the child in all of us.  

The butterflies are no exception. “They are enormous. They 

are flying,” says Stefanou. “Emotionally that’s how our guests 

see it.”

Giant butterflies made of Eastman 
Spectar™ copolyester captivate 
visitors at MGM’s Grande Praça  
Butterfly Pavilion in Macau in 
southeast China.

For more information on Eastman Spectar™ 
copolyester, visit www.eastman.com/spectar.
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Although the information and recommendations set forth herein are presented 

in good faith, Eastman Chemical Company makes no representations or 

warranties as to the completeness or accuracy thereof. You must make your 

own determination of their suitability and completeness for your own use, 

for the protection of the environment, and for the health and safety of 

your employees and purchasers of your products. Nothing contained herein 

is to be construed as a recommendation to use any product, process, equipment, 

or formulation in conflict with any patent, and we make no representations or 

warranties, express or implied, that the use thereof will not infringe any patent. 

NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, OF 

MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR OF ANY 

OTHER NATURE ARE MADE HEREUNDER WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION 

OR THE PRODUCT TO WHICH INFORMATION REFERS AND NOTHING HEREIN 

WAIVES ANY OF THE SELLER’S CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

Safety Data Sheets providing safety precautions that should be observed when 

handling and storing our products are available online or by request. You 

should obtain and review available material safety information before handling 

our products. If any materials mentioned are not our products, appropriate 

industrial hygiene and other safety precautions recommended by their 

manufacturers should be observed. 
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