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Tritan Provides Post-sterilization Clarity, Biocompatibility for Medical Filtration Products 

Kingsport, Tenn., U.S.A. — June 22, 2011 — Addressing the needs of health-care providers for clear, 
biocompatible renal filtration devices, Italian dialysis product manufacturer MEDICA S.p.A. introduces 
dialyzers with housings made of Eastman Tritan™ copolyester at the European Renal Association-
European Dialysis and Transplant Association (ERA-EDTA) Congress from June 23 to 26 in Prague, 
Czech Republic. Tritan is a new-generation copolyester that offers the benefits of toughness, chemical 
resistance and color stability after sterilization for renal medical device housings. 

The MEDICA SMARTFLUX Dialyzers and neonatal blood filters for use in pediatric chronic dialysis 
applications include filter housings and caps made with Eastman Tritan™ copolyester. 

“The increasing international awareness of and demand for biocompatibility in renal medical devices 
made it essential that we select a material that is free of bisphenol A (BPA),” said Eng. Giuseppe 
Palumbo, manager of medical research and development industrial membranes division, MEDICA. 
“Eastman Tritan™ copolyester provided a solution to this and many of our other functional and aesthetic 
needs.” 

Previously, MEDICA utilized polycarbonate for the dialyzer housings but switched production to Eastman 
Tritan™ copolyester as a BPA-free alternative. In addition, the post-sterilization clarity and color stability 
of Tritan provides MEDICA with products that exhibit excellent aesthetic appeal and improve overall 
patient and health-care provider confidence. MEDICA also benefited from the lower residual stress of 
molded parts made with Tritan compared with polycarbonate that eliminated the need for a separate 
annealing process and contributed to energy savings. 



 

“The transition from polycarbonate to Eastman Tritan™ copolyester for the dialyzer housings was 
simplified with the technical expertise and assistance Eastman provided,” said Palumbo. “For MEDICA, a 
great advantage of working with Eastman is its continued forward-thinking approach regarding material 
innovations that allowed us to introduce products that provide improved patient safety and peace of 
mind.” 

 
The MEDICA S.p.A. dialyzers with housings made of Eastman Tritan™ copolyester will be showcased at 
Eastman Booth 3.00d and MEDICA Booth 1.06 at the ERA-EDTA Congress. 

About MEDICA S.p.A.  
MEDICA S.p.A. is located in the biomedical district of Mirandola, near Modena, Italy. Established in 1985, 
MEDICA S.p.A manufactures and sells an extensive range of dialysis products through distribution and 
OEM agreements worldwide. In addition to dialyzers and bloodlines, MEDICA S.p.A Medical Device 
Division also offers a wide range of blood filtration products such as hemofilters, plasma filters, ultrafilters 
and hemoconcentrators. CRRT equipment and related disposables complete the product range, along 
with innovative equipment technology for the removal ascitic fluid, Co2 removal, chemo-perfusion 
treatments, and ultrafiltration in the treatment of congestive heart failure patients.  

MEDICA S.p.A Water Division provides high-technology solutions for water purification for use in dialysis, 
industrial and health-care applications, removing bacteria, virus and endotoxins that can be found present 
in water.  

For more information about Eastman Tritan™ copolyester, visit www.eastman.com/tritan.  
For more information about MEDICA S.p.A., visit www.medica.it. 

 

Eastman’s chemicals, fibers and plastics are used as key ingredients in products that people use every 
day. Approximately 10,000 Eastman employees around the world blend technical expertise and 
innovation to deliver practical solutions. The company is committed to finding sustainable business 
opportunities within the diverse markets and geographies it serves. A global company headquartered in 
Kingsport, Tenn., USA, Eastman had 2010 sales of  
$5.8 billion.  

For more information, visit www.eastman.com. 
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