
Eastman methanolysis
Keeping waste out of landfills through 
material-to-material recycling



Only 9% of plastic waste is successfully 
recycled each year. Eastman is working            
to change that.

Through our methanolysis recycling 
process, we create value from hard-
to-recycle plastic waste that can’t be 
mechanically recycled and was bound  
for landfill or incineration.

This includes items like colored and 
opaque containers, thermoforms for 
food storage, polyester textiles and     
bale strapping.

Eastman recycles this polyester by 
breaking it down into its molecular 
building blocks for new materials             
at a lower carbon footprint than   
heritage processes. 

Key facts and figures

Each year, Eastman methanolysis will:

What is the equivalent of ~265 million pounds of polyester waste?

*Allocated via ISCC PLUS mass balance approach

Recycle ~265 million pounds of 
hard-to-recycle polyester waste

12 billion
single-use water bottles

2.9 billion
shampoo bottles

860 million
polyester shirts

Produce ~242 million pounds    
of polymer intermediates

Enable the production of     
~330–440 million pounds          

of Eastman Renew materials with 
certified recycled content*



We take plastic 
that previously 
could not be 
recycled, and   
we recycle it.

Eastman’s innovative material-to-material methanolysis technology
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We break down hard-to-recycle plastic waste into its basic monomers. The process 
includes purification technologies, quality control and multiple check steps to test the 
material. The recycled monomers can be used to manufacture a broad range of products 
people rely on every day.

The materials we produce perform just like virgin materials while generating 
20%–30% fewer greenhouse gas emissions than fossil-based production.

These complementary solutions work together to advance a truly circular economy. 
Mechanical recycling is an important first choice where it is practical and effective, while 
methanolysis transforms hard-to-mechanically-recycle materials into virgin-quality products.



Eastman Renew 
materials are in 
products we use 
every day.
•	 Durable products (reusable water bottles, 

food-storage containers, small appliances)

•	 Medical device packaging

•	 Recyclable cosmetics and skin care packaging

•	 Eyeglass and sunglass frames and lenses

•	 Food and beverage, personal care

and OTC packaging

Scan to take a virtual 
tour of our facility.

Although the information and recommendations set forth herein are presented in good faith, Eastman Chemical
Company (“Eastman”) and its subsidiaries make no representations or warranties as to the completeness or 
accuracy thereof. You must make your own determination of its suitability and completeness for your own use,
for the protection of the environment, and for the health and safety of your employees and purchasers of your
products. Nothing contained herein is to be construed as a recommendation to use any product, process,
equipment, or formulation in con�ict with any patent, and we make no representations or warranties, express or
implied, that the use thereof will not infringe any patent. NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR OF ANY OTHER 
NATURE ARE MADE HEREUNDER WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION OR THE PRODUCT TO WHICH 
INFORMATION REFERS AND NOTHING HEREIN WAIVES ANY OF THE SELLER’S CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

Safety Data Sheets providing safety precautions that should be observed when handling and storing our 
products are available online or by request. You should obtain and review available material safety information 
before handling our products. If any materials mentioned are not our products, appropriate industrial hygiene 
and other safety precautions recommended by their manufacturers should be observed.

© 2026 Eastman. Eastman brands referenced herein are trademarks of Eastman or one of its subsidiaries or are 
being used under license. Non-Eastman brands referenced herein are trademarks of their respective owners.
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