
We recommend customers use labels with films manufactured 

from PET (Mylar®), polystyrene, polyethylene, polypropylene, 

or paper. We do not recommend customers use labels 

manufactured from polyvinyl chloride film, commonly referred 

to as vinyl or PVC. Additional considerations and discussions 

with the label supplier are recommended for specialized labels 

(e.g., repositionable labels) to ensure the correct combination 

of properties.

Eastman does not recommend specific labels given the large 

number of labels and label suppliers in the market. However, 

general guidelines are discussed in this white paper. Note this 

technology is very mature and the customer’s current label 

supplier should be able to help select an appropriate label for 

Eastman Tritan™ copolyesters.

Customers should be prepared to discuss the following 

information with their adhesive supplier to help them select  

a label:

1.   The customer should determine whether the label needs  

to be:

    a.   Semipermanent (standard), removable (removed cleanly), 

repositionable, tamperproof or “static cling”

    b.  Clear or opaque

2.   The customer should request the following types of face 

stock (AKA film backing):

    a.  PET (Mylar)

    b.  Polyethylene

    c.  Polypropylene

    d.  Paper

    e.  Not PVC

3.  The substrate is plastic (Tritan).

4.  Whether the customer prints their own labels.

5.   For permanent labels, the “sticky” pressure sensitive 

adhesive (PSA) does not need to be specified. However, 

specialized labels (e.g., removable, repositionable, static 

cling) not designed to semipermanently adhere to the 

substrate have unique performance requirements which 

should be discussed with the label supplier.

The type of face stock is critical for all adhesive labels. We 

recommend the customer use labels with films manufactured 

from PET (Mylar), polyethylene, polypropylene, or paper. We do 

not recommend the customer use labels manufactured from 

polyvinyl chloride, commonly referred to as vinyl or PVC. PVC-

based labels can contain plasticizers which are aggressive to a 

range of thermoplastics, copolyesters, and specifically Tritan 

being no exception.

The actual pressure sensitive adhesive, either a hot-melt 

adhesive, solventborne acrylic, or waterborne acrylic is not 

critical for semipermanent labels. In contrast, the adhesive 

is very important for specialized labels. For example, a 

repositionable label must not adhere too strongly so that it can 

be removed easily while also not leaving any adhesive residue. 

A tamperproof label must adhere strongly to damage the label 

during removal. Note that static cling labels appear to not have 

adhesive; however, there is a very thin layer of adhesive.

If the customer prints the label graphics themselves on a 

desktop printer, inkjet printers are used in combination with 

vinyl face stock and laser printers are used in combination with 

polyester face stock. Typically, inkjet printers are used where 

more vivid color graphics are required or for weather resistance.

We cannot recommend specific products because there are 

numerous label suppliers. However, the aforementioned 

technology is very common and the customer’s supplier will 

be readily able to help them select a label. Note that vinyl 

labels tend to be slightly more expensive than PET (Mylar), 

polyethylene, polypropylene, or paper labels. Also of interest 

are environmental friendly labels manufactured from polylactic 

acid (PLA) and postconsumer waste.

For specific recommendations, contact Applications 

Development (AD) or work through the label suppliers using the 

aforementioned specifics.
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Although the information and recommendations set forth herein are presented in good faith, Eastman Chemical 
Company (”Eastman”) and its subsidiaries make no representations or warranties as to the completeness or 
accuracy thereof. You must make your own determination of its suitability and completeness for your own use, 
for the protection of the environment, and for the health and safety of your employees and purchasers of your 
products. Nothing contained herein is to be construed as a recommendation to use any product, process, equipment, 
or formulation in conflict with any patent, and we make no representations or warranties, express or implied, that 
the use thereof will not infringe any patent. NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES, EITHER EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR OF ANY OTHER NATURE ARE MADE 
HEREUNDER WITH RESPECT TO INFORMATION OR THE PRODUCT TO WHICH INFORMATION REFERS AND 
NOTHING HEREIN WAIVES ANY OF THE SELLER’S CONDITIONS OF SALE. 

Safety Data Sheets providing safety precautions that should be observed when handling and storing our products 
are available online or by request. You should obtain and review available material safety information before 
handling our products. If any materials mentioned are not our products, appropriate industrial hygiene and other 
safety precautions recommended by their manufacturers should be observed.

© 2017 Eastman Chemical Company. Eastman brands referenced herein are trademarks of Eastman Chemical 
Company or one of its subsidiaries. The ® used on Eastman brands denotes registered trademark status in the U.S.; 
marks may also be registered internationally. Non-Eastman brands referenced herein are trademarks of their 
respective owners.
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